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WHO LET THE GODS OUT?
BY MAZ EVANS

SYNOPSIS

Elliot’s mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to 
earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo – a young Zodiac goddess on 
a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked death daemon 
imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old Olympian gods 
for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to 
the task of saving the world – and solving Elliot’s problems too?

WHAT THE PUBLISHER SAYS …
‘What I like about the classical Gods is that they are so true to life. Wild, 
naughty, emotional and unpredictable, they carry on a bit like us humans –
but with superpowers! Of course, in this story our hero Elliot has some serious 
real-life problems to deal with too, and so Maz Evans takes us on a funny 
yet thoughtful romp. Hold on to your pants because you are likely to lose 
everything else!’ BARRY CUNNINGHAM, CHICKEN HOUSE

AUTHOR BACKGROUND
Maz began her writing career in journalism as a TV critic and feature writer and 
has also been a university lecturer. Most recently she founded Story Stew; a 
creative writing programme that visits primary schools and literary 
festivals around the UK. This creative and inventive business is one 
that Maz is hugely passionate about, and was her personal answer 
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to finding a creative outlet and role that fitted in around her family life. The WHO LET THE GODS OUT? series grew 
from Maz’s experiences with Story Stew, and her daily interactions with young people: their connection to and 
creativity and spontaneity with storytelling. Maz has spoken to thousands of children and has never heard the same 
story twice.

THEMES
• Greek Mythology 
• Humour & wordplay
• Young carers & family illness 
• Reimaginings 
• Friendship & acceptance
• Heroism & quests

PUPIL ACTIVITIES 
1. Gods and Monsters

Who Let the Gods Out? has a rich ensemble cast of characters, some which are inspired by Greek mythology, some 
which come from the author’s own imagination, and at least one notable example from real (or should that be regal?) 
life! As a class, compile a list of all the characters in the novel, and divide them up between you. Create a profile for 
each character – using information from the book as well as from the internet if appropriate. You will need to include a 
picture of the character, details of appearance, motivations and a brief backstory. Once you’ve finished, create a display 
of all the profiles on your classroom wall, dividing the characters up into the six categories described by Virgo: Deities, 
Constellations, Elementals, Neutrals, Daemons, and Mortals. As a further activity, you could also discuss your 
‘fantasy casting’ of the book – who would play each character if it were made into a movie?
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2. Read all about it!

At various points in Who Let the Gods Out? the reader is treated to articles from the Daily Argus, the newspaper read 
by the immortals (see pages 144, 145, 204, 256-7). Unlike an ordinary newspaper, the Daily Argus is written in rhyming 
couplets, the style favoured by Ancient Greek and Roman poets like Homer and Ovid.  

Write a newspaper report based on Virgo’s rescue of Elliot in the Cave of Sleep and Death (see Chapter 26 and 27). 
You can either choose to make it rhyme like the Daily Argus or you can write a more traditional newspaper report if you 
prefer.

3. WHAM! ZAP! KA-POW!

The world of comics has drawn heavily from mythology – just think of the characters of Thor and Loki in Marvel’s 
Avengers movies, which are based on gods from Norse mythology.

Turn an exciting, action-packed scene from the book into a comic strip – perhaps the break in at the Tower of London 
(chapter 23), or the fight between Hypnos and the Queen (chapter 24).

Alternatively, come up with your own comic strip inspired by a character from Greek mythology.    

4. Talons and Trinkets

In Who Let the Gods Out? we come across a whole host of mythological creatures. There’s Pegasus, Zeus’s winged 
talking horse, Cerberus, the three-headed dog, centaurs (part man, part horse), satyrs (part man, part goat), unicorns, 
and lots of others!

Design and label your own mythological creature, thinking about what parts of existing animals you might combine or 
adapt to create something new and unique. Give your creature a name and produce a fact file to accompany 
it. 

OR
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Virgo wears a kardia around her neck to symbolise her immortal status: ‘On a golden chain hung a small pendant, 
about the size of a grape. Exquisitely carved in crystal was a heart inside an elaborate flame’ (page 59). Design and 
label your own kardia. Think about what symbol you might choose to represent you, what colours you would use, as 
well as the materials it might be made from. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.  A lot of the comedy in the book comes from Virgo’s misunderstandings about how the human world works. For 
example, on page 49, Virgo has been watching television and she says to Elliot, ‘The little people who live in this box 
are incredibly rude.’ Think about some other modern inventions that we take for granted – what would the Greek gods 
make of them if they crash-landed in our world?

2.  ‘My mum says history is only what the winners wrote down,’ said Elliot. (page 118)  Do you think Elliot’s mum is 
right about this? Can you think of any examples from history where this might be true?

3.  ‘The wishing pearl will grant you anything you want – but only once a day and only for seven minutes.’ (Page 
209). If you had the wishing pearl, what would you wish for?

4. Elliot tells quite a few lies in order to keep his mum’s illness a secret. Do you think Elliot is right to do this? Can 
you think of any scenarios where telling a lie is justified? What would you have done in Elliot’s place?

5. The Greek gods in Who Let the Gods Out? possess some very cool gadgets with some even cooler powers – 
Hermes’s iGod, Aphrodite’s wishing pearl, Hypnos’s trumpet, and Zeus’s invisibility helmet to name a few.  Which of 
these would you most like to own and why?

6. Virgo and Elliot’s friendship gets off to a bad start and they don’t seem to have much in common at first, but by 
the end of the book they are firm friends. What are the key moments in the story that solidify their friendship? 
Do you think that first impressions (good or bad) can be wrong sometimes?


